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HENRY COUNT KEYSERLING THE WHALER: PART TWO 


REVOLUTION AND WARS: 1906-44




By Robert Bob Count Keyserlingk







Following the 1904-05 Russo-Japanese war and the loss of his whaling fleet, Henry had to start again.  He did so in shipping from Vladivostok until the Russian Revolution.

THE PACIFIC OCEAN SHIPPING COMPANY, 1906-16
As a result of the lost war, the Russians also lost their Pacific shipping fleet to the Japanese. The question arose after the war of how to supply the Siberian coast, which was opening up for mining and lumber, but still had no roads. 
In 1906 Henry linked up with a Danish trader he knew in Bangkok and chartered four Norwegian ships of about 2,000 tons each to carry supplies at first from Shanghai to Vladivostok and then up the Siberian coast. Within two years Henry was able to establish his own business, the Pacific Ocean Shipping Company and began to acquire his own ships starting with a small 200 ton chartered vessel. His ships picked up supplies in Vladivostok and plied the waters north of Vladivostok up to Kamchatka. A year later he bought two more ships and by 1910 he possessed ten ships carrying freight and passengers, many of them new settlers with their possessions.  New docks and warehouses had to be built.
As the approximately 1,000 mile-long north Siberian coast had almost no good harbours, transhipping from freighters to the land was unusually complicated.  The goods often had to be moved to land from ships anchored up to ten miles off the coast.  If bad weather or storms approached, the off-loading had to be stopped and the ships steamed out to sea again.  During the winter goods were pulled to the coast at some risks over ice.
Henry married another Balt, Baroness Anna Haaren, with whom he had three children; Cecile (later Popp), Robert Wendelin (my father), and Henry (who later married Aunt El). The family spent the winters in St Petersburg and the Baltics, where the children went to school and spent winter holidays. Every spring they took the ten-day trip on the Trans Siberian Railway to Vladivostok to spend the summer with Henry on the Siberian coast.  Henry’s first wife Alice died in 1910 at the age of 32 and a few years later Henry married Marie Keyserling from another branch of the family.  They had two children, Maximilian and Egbert.
To Japan
World War I began in 1914, but Henry’s shipping business prospered until 1916. Then his fleet was requisitioned by the government for war purposes and Henry was recalled to active service in the navy. His fleet was to be given back to him at the end of the war, but the Russian Revolution intervened in 1917 and that never happened.  
When the Tsar was forced to abdicate in early 1917, Henry left the navy. Thinking that the uprising would soon be over, he decided to leave the country until the situation settled again. So he left for Japan with his family; his second wife Marie, the three children Cecile, Robert and Henry from his first marriage and Max and Egbert from his second.  His move was to prove to be the beginning of his long-term exile, with a few breaks, from Russia.
RETURN OF HENRY’S SHIPS 1917-1922? 

The Russian Revolution started in 1917, the Whites (pro-Tsar) fighting the Reds (Communists). The Reds won first in the west.  In Siberia, with the help of the Americans and Japanese, the White leader Admiral Kolchak successfully led the anti-communists until about 1922.  

Henry and the family were settled first in Kobe, Japan, where they lived well on money brought from Russia, while the children attended a Canadian school. In the summer of 1920 they moved to Nagasaki, a port closer to Vladivostok and where Henry had repaired his ships in the past.  During this time, Henry sailed several times to Vladivostok from Japan trying - unsuccessfully- to retrieve his ships. With time, finances became strained.  
In 1921 Henry moved with his family to Shanghai, where a former bookkeeper friend of Henry agreed to help fund the Education of the older children.  The next year Henry decided to sail once again to Vladivostok in order to make one more try with the White government in that city to get back his ships. Robert and Henry were left behind in Shanghai, their schooling paid in part by their parents’ last monies and jewels, in part by Henry’s generous English friend. 
Henry and Marie arrived back in Vladivostok with Cecile and the two younger children during a January -30C degree frost. Yet another White government reorganization had taken place in Vladivostok, and it seemed to be effectively holding back with the help of foreign troops the Reds, who were not far from the city.  The atmosphere was optimistic and so the two older children came from Shanghai for the summer holidays. Henry believed he could still eventually leave with some of his ships if the situation deteriorated further.  In the meantime, he chartered and overhauled three of his ships, which had been left, neglected at the docks, and for eight months successfully reopened his shipping business. In the fall the three older children returned to school in Shanghai. During that year Henry tried to convince the city government to hand over again ownership of his ships.  In principle it was agreed to, he was permitted to use two of them, but on the question of final ownership, nothing much actually changed.  

The following is an ad for his ship:




STEAMSHIP COMPANY




H.H.KEYSERLING & CO   

Fast service on the ship Wojewoda on the following routes:



Vladivostok to Nachodka




And



Vladivostok to Posiet


According to the following timetable:



Vladivostok to Nachodka


Leaving Vladivostok at 10AM Wednesdays and Saturdays


Arriving in Vladivostok in the evening Thursdays and Sundays



Vladivostok to Posiet



 Leaving Vladivostok 10AM Mondays



Arriving in Vladivostok in the evening Tuesdays

Slow service on the steamship Aleut


On the Vladivostok – Alexandrowka on Sachalin route


With stops at harbours en route

             Acceptance and handing out of freight as well as ticket sales for passengers takes place at the company agency in the harbour. Office telephone Nr 14-29. Agency telephone Nr 14-30
Flight to Japan and China, 1922
That fall the Reds began to advance again on the city, rumours abounded, the end seemed near.  One October evening the word went out that the last ships of the Russian fleet were about to flee the harbour.  Henry was finally offered return of the ownership of his 500-ton ship Chefoo if it would first accompany the fleet - under someone else’s command - carrying refugees to Korea.  Henry was to sail on another ship. 
On October 24th Henry sent a message to Marie to hurry down to the port as the last of the fleet was about to leave, most other ships having already sailed away. With some difficulty Marie and the two children left hurriedly for the docks.  After much trouble, berths were found for Marie and the children on a Chinese ship, while Henry sailed off with the rest of the fleet. Marie and the two younger children experienced a horrible twelve-day crossing to China, a trip that should have taken three days, through storms to arrive finally in Shanghai, where the three elder children had a room waiting for them. But nothing was heard from Henry, the Chefoo or the rest of the Russian fleet. Finally Admiral Stark and the bulk of the White Russian fleet arrived in Shanghai, only to immediately sail on to Manila.  Still nothing was heard from Henry or the Chefoo.  November turned into December. Daily Marie went to the docks looking for Henry’s arrival - without success. Food became an increasingly large problem. Christmas came and went. 
Suddenly on New Year’s Eve the door to their house opened and there stood Henry.  It turned out that the Russian ships including the Chefoo had left Vladivostok just in time. The Reds had entered the town as the fleet pulled up anchor and fled the harbour in the dark. The whole convoy arrived in Korea after two harrying weeks.  Henry was on one of the steamers so over-filled with refugee cadets and Cossacks  that he could only sit on the ship, not lie down to sleep. In the Korean port of Kensan, Henry managed to retake command of his completely plundered Chefoo, which was still filled with fifty families he was to take to Shanghai.  Then began a terrible trip; the ship had no crew, no instruments, the boilers were defective. Henry acted as captain and managed to gather about him some men who knew something about the sea.  Storms lashed them, they were not permitted to land in Korea, coal began to give out, and the emigrants became hungry and unruly.  The Japanese in Korea helped Henry to find coal and some food for the ship, although no one had any money - as long as the ship left again.  At one point, the passengers attempted a mutiny, which was forcibly put down.  The voyage continued in this limping fashion over six weeks along the Korean coast and across the Yellow Sea.  
One day out of Shanghai, the coal gave out and the ship only limped into port by burning all the wood on board including benches and furniture of any sort. At last, on New Year’s Eve the Chefoo dragged itself into Woosung, the entrance to the Wangpoo River, a branch of the mighty Yangtze River, on which lies Shanghai. The same evening Henry took his cutter to meet up again with his wife and family.  
However, the Chinese authorities would not permit the Chefoo into the port, and the ship had to remain anchored for many weeks outside in the river. Several weeks passed trying to land the refugees, who were finally transported to the White fleet of Admiral Stark, which arrived in Shanghai.  Still the Chinese would not let  Henry’s White Russian ship enter Shanghai as Henry had no ship’s papers and it was still registered with the now-defunct Imperial Russian government. This meant that Henry had to continue living on the Chefoo, leaving it only to deal with the Chinese authorities or to bring supplies to his family on land. Meanwhile some large Red ships appeared and anchored behind the Chefoo, which still flew the old Imperial flag. It appeared possible that the Reds might send a boarding party to capture the ship.  At night, Henry sent his sons after school to the boat to look after it in his absence so that no one would board it including hopefully the Reds. When Henry caught pneumonia and was put into a hospital, his wife Marie had to join the children to help look after his Chefoo too.
Finally telegraph cables were exchanged with Riga, Latvia, the new state which arose in the Baltic area the family came from. An answer finally came back that the family was granted Latvian citizenship.  So a hastily-sewn new Latvian flag was hoisted on the Chefoo, the ship was rechristened the S.S. Fushun, and was sailed up the Wangpoo to Shanghai.  Through the intercession of an old English dockyard owner friend of Henry’s, the Fusan was allowed into a dockyard, where they overhauled the ship on credit. 
For several years Henry captained the S.S.Fusan himself, then for three years the ship was chartered to others. The family was able to live in Shanghai on these revenues, although not well.  Cecile eventually left for Africa with her new husband Alfred Popp to raise coffee.  Robert finished his Cambridge A-Level exams and went to work as a clerk in a Shanghai British shipping company. Later the boat was sold to a Chinese general who transformed the small boat into a cannon boat. (For a more detailed account of this difficult period, see the translation of Marie Keyserling’s memoires in this Stories section of the Keyserlingk website),
Bavaria, 1931-44
Following the sale of the S.S. Fusan (ex-Chefoo), Henry and Marie moved to Tsingtao, the ex-German colony in China on the sea,  where they opened a summer guesthouse called Villa Marie In the mid-1920s, son Robert left Shanghai, went first to the USA and then to western Canada, where he worked  as a woodsman, fisherman. He saved money, became a student at the University of British Columbia, later turning to journalism in Europe.  Meanwhile, younger son Henry worked in Manchuria as salesman for the Swedish Kruger Match Company, where he witnessed the Japanese invasion of 1930-31, and ended up in the USA.  Following the Japanese invasion of Manchuria, guests became far and few between.  Henry and Marie became older and their financial position deteriorated. 
Therefore, Henry’s sons Robert and Henry bought them a small farm called Wolfspoint in Bavaria with five acres of land and in 1931 brought their parents and the two youngest sons Max and Egbert back to Europe. Marie and Henry as well as son Egbert died there during WW II.   Max, their other child died in the 1960s. Henry was buried, the only non-Catholic, in the neighbouring Roman Catholic Rohrdorf cemetery. 

Today my son Alexander's sailboat in Ottawa, Canada,  is named in memory of Henry the Whaler's last ship.

In 1991, Ira Prammer visited Vladivostok with a group of tourists and by chance met Elena Schbochowa of the Russian Geographical Society and director of the Far Eastern Fishing Museum in Vladivostok.  The museum was in the process of organizing an exhibition about the city’s pre-revolutionary past - which had been completely wiped out during the Communist period.  Henry’s whaling and shipping companies were to be included, as she wrote to Ira Prammer, because “naturally the family Keyserling played a large role in the history of Vladivostok.”
 

�  Much of the following is from Marie Keyserling’s “Die Flucht,” in Das Buch der Keyserlinge, 154-65.  Marie nee Keyserling was Henry’s second wife.





�  With copy of letter to Ira Prammer from Elena Scholochowa, Vladivostok, 19 December 1992, in author’s possession. Thanks to Ira Prammer, nee Kosmonenko, daughter of Irene Keyserling and granddaughter of Alfred Keyserling mentioned above. Ira met Elena Scholochowa by chance on a trip to Vladivostock in 1991. Elena Scholochowa worked at the museum of Vladivostock at the time. She had the collection of Keyerling papers.


�  Letter from Ira Prammer to relatives, 1991











